WYD 2008 ITINERARY – By Fr. Gilles’ recollection
Days in the Diocese – St. Patrick's Church, 133 Seddon Street, Pukekohe, South Auckland, 

New Zealand

WYD: Sydney Olympic Park, Homebush
Catechesis Venue: State Sports Centre, Riverina Ave. , Sydney Olympic Park, Homebush
July 2 – Wednesday – Scheduled to depart AC183, 14h00 - 16h19, Montreal – Vancouver – Actually departed AC415, 14h00 – 15h35, Montreal – Toronto & AC115, 17h35 – 20h00, Toronto – Vancouver – then NZ83, 20h30 - 05h45, Vancouver – Auckland
July 3 – Thursday – 14 hour flight 
Vancouver -> Auckland
July 4 – Friday – Arrival Auckland 5h45 am – meet up with our Guide Margot – join our 
coach – Sky Tower – Mount Eden – Park & Beach – Kiwi International – late lunch at a few restaurants downtown nearby – 5:45 Mass at St. Benedict Parish – walk to Denny’s Restaurant for supper and walk back (lifts for the youth)
July 5 – Saturday – (Auckland -> Matamata – Tauranga)   Hobbiton, lunch at McD’s in 
Matamata, arrive, settle in, have Mass at Hotel Armitage, order pizza, etc.
July 6 – Sunday – (Tauranga -> Rotorua)   Hobbit breakfast at Armitage Hotel – We 
skipped Mt. Maunganui and visited Kiwi 360, a Kiwi farm park tour and gift shop – we grocery shopped in Rotorua and had a quick lunch at Kiwi Paka Lodge – tour at Maori Te Puia theme park and volcanic geysers – settle in at Kiwi Paka Lodge – supper on our own – late Sunday Mass in the conference room 9:30 – 10:15 pm
July 7 – Monday – (Rotorua)   River Rats White Water Rafting on Kaituna River 20 minutes from 

Rotorua – Lunch in the Food Court of a Mall in Rotorua – Polynesian Spa – Holy Eucharist – Pasta Supper at Kiwi Paka Lodge – Internet, chatting, games….
July 8 – Tuesday – (Rotorua)   7:15 am Breakfast at McDonald’s – Agrodome – Rainbow 
Springs zoological park – Lunch at Food Court in Mall at Rotorua – Skyline Skyrides Gondola, Luge, and SkySwing – Supper on our own or at Kiwi Paka Lodge – Liturgy of the Word and Prayer Service / Sharing
July 9 – Wednesday – (Rotorua -> Waitomo -> Auckland)   Early breakfast and departure 

for Waitomo grotto – Lunch in spontaneous groups in Otorohanga – long bus ride to our hosts St Patrick Parish in Pokekohe, 40 kilometers out of Auckland – Welcome, information, introductions – Transfer to host families

July 10 – Thursday – Days in the Diocese – Pokekohe (Auckland)   9:00 am Mass with the 

parishioners – Social Action Activity: planting trees in a local park – Roast sausages lunch – singing practice in Parish school – P-Up by Host Families for some and return – Parish Dinner & Quiz Night – Return home with Host Families
July 11 – Friday – Days in the Diocese – Pokekohe (Auckland)   Early bus to Auckland for 

Diocesan Day – Civic Reception at Beaumont Center – Round Robin activities: Cathedral History, Youth Activities, films, Adoration-Reconciliation-Benediction – WYD Mass with Bishop Patrick Dunn – Return to St. Patrick & P-Up by Host Families
July 12 – Saturday – Days in the Diocese – Pokekohe (Auckland)   Early bus departure for a 

Tourist Day ($40) – Ferry to Rangitoto Volcano, climb, sightseeing, lunch bag, return – Ferry and bus to St. Patrick Cathedral – Group Mass in the Sanctuary – Kelly Taltons Antarctic Oceanarium and Museum – Dinner with Host Families (our 8 pilgrims hosted by the Benedictine Sisters at Tyburn Monastery were welcomed for supper by two families and gathered in one for the All Blacks Rugby match against the South Africa Springboks
July 13 – Sunday – Days in the Diocese – Pokekohe (Auckland)   10 am Sunday Parish 
Mass with St. Patrick's Parish – Morning Tea with Parish – walking pilgrimage to Tyburn Monastery – Afternoon Tea with the Benedictine Mothers – Holy Hour – car pool to Peter O’Connell’s for Farewell Bar B Q and Bonfire – to Host Families for the night
July 14 – Monday – (Pokekohe -> Auckland -> Sydney)   9:00 am Mass with the Parish – 
Canadian Pilgrim Group Time & snacks/bag lunches – Farewell in words and in song in the Parish Hall – informal emotional farewells outside – transfer to the bus – departure for Auckland Airport – NZ705 16h00 - 17h30 – arrival and transfer to a coach for ride to the Sydney Olympic Park, Homebush, and the Dome, like a round arena of 7200 sq. m. with room for 5000 for theatre, 4000 for banquet, 6000 for cocktails – sausages and sliced bread handed out for supper while in line for registration – settling in and going to bed
July 15 – Tuesday – Camp: Sydney Olympic Park Homebush – WYD08 Events Sydney 
Activity and settling in after breakfast – trek to Barangaroo Park Grounds to meet at gate 3 for l.unch – settling in to await the Opening Mass – exploring, singing, chatting, games, resting, etc. – Opening Mass – Concert / Supper – return home to the Dome  
July 16 – Wednesday – Camp: Sydney Olympic Park Homebush – WYD08 Events Sydney

Early breakfast and 7:45 departure to prepare to animate the Catechesis at 9:00 am – Animation – Catechesis by Bishop Bishop Julian Porteous (Archdiocese of Sydney) – Animation during Mass preparation – Holy Eucharist and animation – pack up and go outside for lunch – regroup – head out to Salesians Youth Fest, St. John Bosco Parish, St. Engadine – return home (2 ½ hours) – some went out to eat – prepare for sleep because tomorrow it starts all over again….
July 17 – Thursday – Camp: Sydney Olympic Park Homebush – WYD08 Events Sydney

Early breakfast and 7:45 departure to prepare to animate the Catechesis at 9:00 am – Animation – Catechesis by Bishop Terry Drainey (Middlesborough, England) – Animation during Mass preparation – Holy Eucharist and animation – pack up and go outside for lunch – regroup – head back out to Barangaroo to be there for the Holy Father’s arrival – music, song and testimonies on stage as we wait and prepare ourselves to welcome Pope Benedict – Arrival of Holy Father, welcoming ceremonies, words, a Liturgy of the Word, and his address (very substantial, significant, and inspiring) – Youth Festival / supper – return – prepare for sleep because tomorrow it starts all over again….
July 18 – Friday – Camp: Sydney Olympic Park Homebush – WYD08 Events Sydney

Early breakfast and 7:45 departure to prepare to animate the Catechesis at 9:00 am – We feel depleted and many are sick (it is 10ºC in this small arena despite the body heat of some 2500 pilgrims) – we prayed to the Holy Spirit and received immediate power and strength – Animation – Catechesis by Bishop James Wingle (St. Catherine’s, Ontario) – Animation during Mass preparation – Holy Eucharist and animation – pack up and go outside for lunch – regroup – head downtown to the Domain, a park, for the Way of the Cross – we arrive at the 3rd / 4th station – we sit, listen, ponder, some rest, we all try to keep warm for as the sun sets it gets cold – Youth Festival / supper – return (in these crowds of tens of thousands on the march we require care and attentiveness not to lose anyone) – prepare for sleep to rest up for the pilgrimage walk and vigil tomorrow
July 19 – Saturday – Camp: Sydney Olympic Park Homebush – WYD08 Events Sydney

Early morning leaders’ meeting to discern what to do for 4 or 5 pilgrims showing nagging flu like symptoms – meet each one – time for each one to make their own decision – arrangements made for a leader – Franca volunteered – to bring them to a hotel and care for them overnight – breakfast – prepare for the WYD Pilgrimage and overnight vigil – departure, walk, trains, march, arrival at Randwick Racecourse, Southern Cross Precinct, site for the Vigil and WYD Mass – no room for us at appointed site – Michael seeks out an organizer and finds us a spot (bleak at first view but turns out to be a great place to rest) – testimonies, song, and music on loudspeakers (nowhere near a large screen) – during a lull we celebrated Holy Eucharist as a group and some of our NZ Pokekohe pilgrims joined us – Vigil – Liturgy of the Word – Pope’s address – lit tapers and adoration – significant moment of reflection, prayer, adoration with Holy Father and 230,000 pilgrims – prepare for sleep – we camp out for the night under the open sky mostly clouded over ( 1ºC during the night)
July 20 – Sunday – Camp: Sydney Olympic Park Homebush – WYD08 Events Sydney

We awoke in the cold morning air on these Vigil grounds and had breakfast, packed up to be ready to move – join other Montreal pilgrims in front of a big screen 100 meters behind us – personal preparation and reflection during singing, testimonies – the Liturgy of the World Youth Day Mass – waiting around 10 minutes for Holy Communion – Pope Benedict leads us in praying the Angelus – he announces the XXVI th (26th) WYD will take place in Madrid, Spain in 2011 – we move out and begin the long trek back to the Dome – we stop half way for lunch (we received all our food for three meals on the way in Saturday) – chatting, resting, singing, meeting pilgrims from other places on the trains – all return to the Dome and I go visit our convalescent pilgrims at the Novotel room 1333 – find out how they are and how they spent the time and connected to the WYD events – invite them to their own Liturgy of the Word – Holy Communion – changing of the guard (one pilgrim leaves and another replaces him and joins the other two – around 20 pilgrims take Sophie downtown for supper – we find a Lebanese restaurant – late home and to bed
July 21 – Monday – (Sydney -> Cairns)   Qantas922 10h25 - 13h35   Coach to Koala Beach 
Resort Youth Hostel – short time to shop for groceries or supper – large group meeting for information and to choose activities for the week – free evening
July 22 – Tuesday – (Cairns Koala Beach Resort)   6:15 am Breakfast – 7:00 (we were late 

= 7:20) walk to the Cairns Marina to join yacht MV Osprey V for full day trip to Great Barrier Reef, lunch, snorkelling – return to Koala – free evening
July 23 – Wednesday – (Cairns -> Cape Tribulation)   6:15 am Breakfast – 7:15 bus 
departure for Cape Tribulation and PK's Jungle Village – Wildlife River Cruise on the Daintree River in the rain (it’s the rain forest – observe crocodile) – settle in at PK cabins 4 or more per cabin – lunch as ordered – optional Fruit tasting at fruit farm – free afternoon – supper as ordered – optional Forest Walk by flashlight – social games 
July 24 – Thursday – (Cape Tribulation -> Cairns)   Breakfast as ordered – optional rain 
forest / beach horseback riding – free morning – optional Mass in French on beach with S. Jerome group and l’abbé Martin – 13:15 bus departure – walking visit of Mossman Gorge – dip in the Coral Sea at Port Douglas Village – return to Koala – free evening – some adult leaders go out for supper to Dundee’s on the harbourfront
July 25 – Friday – (Koala Beach Resort Youth Hostel Cairns)   Breakfast 8:00 to 9:00 – 
optional Sky Train early morning departure – optional 10:00 departure for Tjapukai Aboriginal Cultural Park with buffet lunch ($20) – otherwise a free day – free evening 
July 26 – Saturday – (Koala Beach Resort Youth Hostel Cairns)   Early after breakfast walk 

to the Fruit Market – free morning – bus departure for Trinity Beach – return late afternoon – 6:00 pm departure by bus for the Night Zoo: all you can eat and drink buffet, night walk to view birds, kangaroos, crocodiles (including feeding a large crocodile), show and tell (barn owl, possum, and also touch and take photos with: a python, 3 koalas), mingle with and feed kangaroos, billy tea and damper with an Aussie “Swaggie”, complementary drinks and songs by an Aussie cowboy, learn Aussie Bush Dances with the guides
July 27 – Sunday – (Cairns -> Sydney)   Breakfast – pack and store luggage downstairs – 

walk to St. Monica Cathedral for 10:00 am Mass with Bishop James Foley – contemplate the Creation stained glass windows and listen to the audio tour – Laura Ieraci conducts video interviews for Archdiocese of Montreal in sunny courtyard – pilgrims join parishioners for tea – gift shop – gather at Koala and disperse for lunch – return and board bus to Cairns Airport – Virgin Blue396 19h35 - 20h30 to Sydney – coach to Hotel Formule 1 Kings Cross 191 William Street – some pilgrims go out to McDonald’s – to bed
July 28 – Monday – (Sydney)   Early breakfast – group sharing and discussion – disperse in 
4 tour groups with adult leaders – optional day of rest for those who are tired or sick – gathering at 8:00 pm to prepare and at 8:30 to celebrate the Holy Eucharist – to bed
July 29 – Tuesday – (Sydney)   Early breakfast – tour options again – optional day of rest for a few – some pilgrims meet at IMAX theatre for 3:00 for Batman movie – return – gathering at 8:00 pm to prepare and at 8:30 to celebrate the Holy Eucharist – to bed
July 30 – Wednesday – Early breakfast – Load luggage on coach at 7:45 – Depart at 8:00 as 

scheduled – ANZ704 Syd -> Auck 11h30 -> 16h30 – ANZ84 Auck -> Van 20h00 - 14h45 – AC198 Van -> Mtl 16h55 -> 00h40 
July 31 – Thursday – Arrival in Montreal – actual landing 11:45 and arrival / welcome by family and St. Luke parishioners just after midnight – THANK YOU! 
OhmyGodIcan'tbelievewe'rehomecanIsleep Day!
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